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Christmas Day Worship: 
 
Since Christmas Day falls on Sunday this year, it presents us with some exciting 
possibilities for worship. 
 
One possibility is to come to Summit Presbyterian on Christmas morning at 10:30 
a.m. and join others in the Summit family in worshipping the new born King. Elders 
Dave Thomen and George Schiebel will lead this worship service.  
 
Another possibility is for you to lead worship in your home.  A worship service is 
included in the newsletter for you to use with your family at home at 10:30 a.m. 
 
By everyone worshiping at 10:30 on Sunday, whether you are in the sanctuary at 
Summit or gathered around your living room, we will be worshiping together.  
 
If you worship at home, as the first Christians did, you may remember that Summit 
Presbyterian Church started in someoneôs home.    
 
The house church should also remind us of Christians around the world who on this 
Christmas day who are persecuted for their faith, especially in China and the Middle 
East, and therefore worship in their homes in secrecy.   We are one body with them.   
The house church  should remind us that we are united through Christ with 
Christians around the world of every denomination and group.  All those who 
worship Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are one Church whether they are Roman 
Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, Greek Orthodox, or Egyptian Coptic.   It should 
remind us that even if we are alone on Christmas, we are not alone.  We have 
brothers and sisters throughout time and space united by the blood of Christ.  
 
This house church worship is also an opportunity for you to share the meaning of 
Christmas with family members who may be visiting and would not go to a formal 
worship.  It is an opportunity for your family to remain together and worship rather 
than some members coming to Summit and others staying home.  
 
Whether we worship at home or in the Summit Presbyterian sanctuary, we lift our 
voices in praise to ImmanuelðGod with us! The Lord of Heaven and Earth has come 
to us!  
 
Have a joyous Christmas! 
 

Pastor Sue 
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HOME WORSHIP SERVICE 

Worship Service: 
 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank you that Christ did not think equality with you was something to be grasped, but 
emptied himself and became flesh for us.   The King of Kings and Lord of Lords didnôt enter his creation in majesty but in 
poverty.  The wood he created became the cradle that held him. There were no royal attendants at his birth, but only lowly 
animals.   The Lamb who came to give his life for us, was born in a stable.  He came in humility so that we could be exalted 
through him.  We thank you O Father for such a precious gift.  In Jesusô name we give you thanks. Amen . 
 

Hymn:   Away in a Manger 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,   3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay   
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  Close by me forever and love me, I pray.     
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,   Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.   And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes,  
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,  
And stay by my side until morning is night. 
 

Read aloud Charles Spurgeonôs Sermon: Is There Room in the Inn? (page 3 of the newsletter) 
 

Hymn:  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1. O little town of Bethlehem,     3. How silently, how silently, 
How still we see thee lie!     The wondrous gift is given! 
Above they deep and dreamless sleep   So God imparts to human hearts  
The silent stars go by.     The blessings of His heaven 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth    No ear may hear His coming, 
The everlasting light;     But in this world of sin, 
The hopes and fears of all the years   Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
Are met in thee tonight.     The dear Christ enters in. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary;     4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
And gathered all above,     Descend to us, we pray; 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep   Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Their watch of wondering love.    Be born in us today. 
O morning stars, together,     We hear the Christmas angels 
Proclaim the holy birth!     The great glad tidings tell; 
And praises sing to God the King,    O come to us, abide with us, 
And peace to all on earth.    Our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

Prayer:  Almighty God, be born in us this Christmas day.  In the midst of all the gifts and fellowship, let us remember that 
the greatest gift is the gift of God himself to us.  Let our hearts be renewed with joy, hope, love and peace through Christ 
Jesus, now and forever.  Amen. 

Merry Christmas to All! 
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HAVE YOU ANY ROOM? 

Have You Any Room? 
Charles Spurgeon 

 

ñAnd she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.ò Luke 2:7 
 

When all persons of the house of David were thus driven to Bethlehem, the scanty accommodation of the little 
town would soon be exhausted. Doubtless friends entertained their friends till their houses were all full, but 
Joseph had no such willing kinsmen in the town. There was the caravanserai, which was provided in every 
village, where free accommodation was given to travelers; this, too, was full, for coming from a distance and 
compelled to travel slowly, the humble couple had arrived late in the day. The rooms within the great brick 
square were already occupied with families; there remained no better lodging, even for a woman in travail, than 
one of the meaner spaces appropriated to beasts of burden. The stall of the ass was the only place where the child 
could be born. By hanging a curtain at its front and perhaps tethering the animal on the outer side to block the 
passage, the needed seclusion could be obtained, and here, in the stable, was the King of Glory born and in this 
manner was he laid. 
 

The palaces of emperors and the halls if kings afforded the royal stranger no refuge? Alas! my brethren, seldom is 
there room for Christ in palaces! State chambers, cabinets, throne rooms, and royal palaces are about as little 
frequented by Christ as the jungles and swamps of India by the cautious traveler. He frequents cottages far more 
often than regal residences, for there is no room for Jesus Christ in regal halls.  
 

But there were senators, there were forums of political discussion, there were the places where the representatives 
of the people make laws--was there no room for Christ there? Alas! my brethren, none, and to this day there is 
very little room for Christ in parliaments. Parties, policies, place-hunters, and pleasure-seekers exclude the 
Representative of heaven from a place among representatives on Earth.  
 

Might there not be found some room for Christ in what is called good society? Were there not in Bethlehem 
some people that were very respectable, who kept themselves aloof from the common multitude; persons of 
reputation and standing--could not they find room for Christ? Ah! dear friends, it is too much the case that there 
is no room for him in what is called good society. Folly and finery, rank and honor, jewels and glitter, frivolity 
and fashion, all report that there is no room for Jesus in their abodes.  
 

But is there not room for him on the exchange? Cannot he be taken to the marts of commerce? Here are the 
shopkeepers of a shopkeeping nation--is there not room for Christ here? Ah! dear friends, how little of the spirit, 
and life, and doctrine of Christ can be found here! Bankruptcies, swindlings, and frauds are so abundant that in 
hosts of cases there is no room for Jesus in the mart or the shop.  
 

Then there are the schools of the philosophers, surely they will entertain him. No, dear friends, but it is not so; 
there is very little room for Christ in colleges and universities, very little room for him in the seats of learning. A 
few splendid talents, a few of the erudite and profound have bowed like children at the feet of the Babe of 
Bethlehem and have been honored in bowing there, but too many, conscious of their knowledge, stiff and stern 
in their conceit of wisdom, have said, ñWho is Christ, that we should acknowledge him?ò 
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But there was surely one place where he could go--it was the Sanhedrin, where the elders sit. Or could he not be 
housed in the priestly chamber where the priests assemble with the Levites? Was there not room for him in the 
temple or the synagogue? No, he found no shelter there; it was there, his whole life long, that he found his most 
ferocious enemies. There is no room for him where his name is chanted in solemn hymns and his image lifted 
up amid smoke of incense. Go where ye will, and there is no space for the Prince of peace but with the humble 
and contrite spirits which by grace he prepares to yield him shelter. 
 

As the palace, and the forum, and the inn, have no room for Christ, and as the places of public resort have 
none, have you room for Christ? 
 

ñWell,ò says one, ñI have room for him, but I am not worthy that he should come to me.ò Ah! I did not ask 
about worthiness; have you room for him? ñOh! but I feel it is a place not at all fit for Christ!ò Nor was the 
manger a place fit for him, and yet there was he laid. ñOh! but I have been such a sinner; I feel as if my heart had 
been a den of beasts and devils!ò Well, the manger had been a place where beasts had fed. Have you room for 
him? Never mind what the past has been; he can forget and forgive. It mattereth not what even the present state 
may be if thou mournest it. If thou hast but room for Christ he will come and be thy guest.  
 

Do not say, I pray you, ñI hope I shall have room for himò; the time is come that he shall be born; Mary cannot 
wait months and years. Oh! sinner, if thou hast room for him let him be born in your soul today. ñToday if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocationéò (Heb. 3:7-8). ñBehold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvationò (2 Cor. 6:2). Room for Jesus! Room for Jesus now!  
 

ñOh!ò saith one, ñI have room for him, but will he come?ò Will he come indeed! Do you but set the door of your 
heart open, do but say, ñJesus, Master, all unworthy and unclean I look to thee; come, lodge within my heart,ò 
and he will come to thee, and he will cleanse the manger of thy heart, nay, will transform it into a golden throne, 
and there he will sit and reign for ever and for ever. 
 

My master wants room! Room for him! Room for him! I, his herald, cry aloud, Room for the Savior! Room! 
Here is my royal Master--have you room for him? Here is the Son of God made flesh--have you room for him? 
Here is he who can forgive all sin--have you room for him? Here is he who can take you up out of the horrible pit 
and out of the miry clay--have you room for him? Here is he who when he cometh in will never go out again, but 
abide with you forever to make your heart a heaven of joy and bliss for you--have you room for him? 
 

óTis all I ask. Your emptiness, your nothingness, your want of feeling, your want of goodness, your want of grace--
all there will be but room for him. Have you room for him? Oh! Spirit of God, lead many to say, ñYes, my heart 
is ready.ò Ah! then he will come and dwell with you. 
 

ñHave You Any Room?ò by C. H. Spurgeon, taken from Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus edited by Nancy Guthrie, É 2008, pp. 61-
64. Used by permission of Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187, www.crossway.org. 

http://www.crossway.org/


  Page 5 

THE SUMMIT OUTLOOK 

OCTOBER GROUP HOME VISIT 

The expressions of joy on their faces pretty much tell the whole story. Our dear Group 
Home friends were enjoying the October visit by Summit women and the Halloween cup 
cakes they decorated. (Left to Right) Wendy, Delores, Amanda, Bobby (note his "Cross + 
Training" T-shirt), David, and Teresa. God has certainly blessed us by placing these 
wonderful people in our lives. If you'd like to join in the fun, especially the approaching 
Christmas Party, contact Jane Conner at Church or call her at 286-1118. 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS! 
 

 

Beginning the week of November 28th the Church Office will have new hours of operation. 
Please make a note of the change.  
 

New Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Wednesday, and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

CLOSED Thursdays 
 

Even though the Church Office will be closed on Thursdays I will check the voicemail a 
couple times throughout the day, so if there is an urgent matter I will be able to respond. 
The Church Office phone number is 659-2306, and my email is 
admin@summitpresbyterian.org.  
 
                        Thank you, Michelle Harris 

ò...give, and it will be given 

to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, will 

be put into your lap; for 

the measure you give will 

be the measure you get 

back.ó 

                         Luke 6:38 

DRIVERS NEEDED!! 

Have you ever wondered 

how you could help 

Summit with our local 

mission?  

Community meal has 

a great opportunity for 

you. At this time we are in 

need of 3 additional 

drivers to deliver meals. 

The meals are picked up at 

the Church at 11:30 a.m. 

and delivered to local 

families on the third 

Saturday of the month. We 

would also like to add 

names to our substitute 

driver list. The regular 

drivers make every effort 

to be available, however, 

there are times when we 

need a substitute to fill in. 

Please prayerfully consider 

this opportunity. If you can 

sign up to help as a regular 

or substitute driver, or if 

you have any questions, 

contact Linda Sylvester @ 

657-1895.  
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USHERS AND 

GREETERS 

NEEDED 

WINTER 

WORSHIP 

HOURS 

 We will remain with 
one Worship service 
for the foreseeable 

future.  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School/Kidz Zone 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Ushers and Greeters are 

needed. Please email 

Gale Doyle at 

jensbug@aol.com and let 

her know when you are 

able to help usher and 

greet members and 

visitors. 

The ñbig actionò this month was our annual fall cleanup and facility maintenance day.  Our 
efforts were concentrated in three major areas:  leaf removal; cleaning windows, siding, and 
walkways; and replacing the deteriorating siding as well as painting the equipment shed. We had 
an exceptionally energetic and ambitious ñall volunteerò force that enabled us to get all tasks 
completed.   
 

A special thanks to the window washing crew headed up by Gayle Doyle, Leslie Moody and Tracy 
Roller.  No one likes to do windows, but they graciously volunteered.  As their reward they also 
got to work near the refreshment table and as such recruited every unsuspecting person who 
came by for nourishment.  They successfully recruited Ellen Foster, Lisa Garrett, Ruth Heal, and 
Debbie Smith from their other jobs to help out on windows.  Not so fortunate though, was Jeff 
Garrett who was ñencouragedò to do the windows outside.  Jeff was power washing anything that 
didnôt move...  walkways, siding, windows, even himself.  Super job Jeff.  Light is now shining 
brighter through the windows, mold and mildew are no longer present on the siding, and the 
stains are less visible on the entrance to the Narthex. 
 

It was a bit more challenging for the leaf removal crew as they battled the wind all morning.   But 
with the perseverance and determination of Tom Stribbling, Ellen & Jesse Foster, and Peter 
Ogden attacking with leaf blowers; Lisa Garrett and Ruth Heal raking leaf piles to the perimeter; 
and Larry Nelson and Randy Smith conducting mop up operations, the leaves were removed 
from the lawn and placed back into the woods.  Good effort and a great job guys!!  But nature 
may still have the last word as many of the trees were still holding onto their leaves in reserve.    
 

We were also fortunate to have our skilled paint crew of Wade Griffin and Tom Rumple to ñslap 
onò a new coat of paint on our equipment shed in order to better match the church.  Actually, 
Tom thought it was a promotion after having spent the morning blowing leaves off the roof and 
cleaning the gutters.  
  
All in all it was a fantastic effort!  Thanks to all of you that were able to give up your Saturday to 
help out.  Your Property committee is grateful.      
 

In our continuing effort to curtail expenses, the Property committee has renegotiated a new 
contract for trash pickup. Due to the reduced volume of trash being generated by our members 
and tenants, it appears prudent to go to one pickup a week.  This will result in a cost saving of 
$3120.00 per year.   
 

We are also pleased to welcome two new members to our committee, Jack Reed, a veteran to the 
force and Michael Harris, a newcomer with a lot of talent and potential.  
 

Your Property Committee meets the 1st Wednesday of the month, at 7:00 PM.  We invite you to 
join us in the Old Narthex. If you have concerns or suggestions pertaining to property or a talent 
to offer, please share them with a member(s) of the Property committee identified below. 

Forester Einarsen   Frank Ringquist                
Jesse Foster   George Schiebel (Honorary) 
Jeff Garrett   Randy Smith 
Michael Harris   Dave Somerville 
Larry Nelson   Linda Sylvester 
Tom Rumple   John Tomlin 
Jack Reed   Ken Yealy (Elder)  
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  For December, the Food of the Month for S.E.R.V.E. is jelly. 
  
  

 S.E.R.V.E. provides for approximately 500 families every single month and 
the number is rapidly growing. The top items they need the most, in addition to 

the Food of the Month item listed above are peanut butter, tuna, corned beef hash, 
chicken and dumplings and other canned meat meals, meal soups such as stews or 
chili, pasta noodles, pasta sauce, rice and pasta sides, canned fruit, brownie mixes 

and cereals. Please help those in need and S.E.R.V.E.  
 

 Thank you to all of those who contribute to S.E.R.V.E. 

2011 Budget 
(Operating Fund) 

Update:  

As of October 31, 2011  

Budget Year to Date - 
$360,242 

Income Year to Date - 
$235,776 

Expenses Year to Date - 
$229,407 

Surplus Year to Date - 
$6,369 

Note:  Current surplus is 
due to close out & 
reimbursement of balance 
in Business Loan Escrow 
Account.   

~$1,700 of this surplus 
is obligated for property 
taxes. 

2012 Budget  

On November 21, 2011 
Session approved the 
2012 Faith Budget.   

Budgeted Expenses 
total $370,500. 

This represents a 
decrease in budgeted 
expenses from 2011 of 
$87,750. 

FINANCE NEWS  S.E.R.V.E. FOOD OF THE MONTH 

The White Gift Program is Moving Along! 
 
We've been given seven White Gift families by Stafford Social Services -- that's over 
114 gifts alone! We are also looking for some more families from our Community 
Meal families. So we're going to need everyone picking a gift ornament from our tree 
(which will be in the Narthex on November 27th) and then signing for that ornament 
and picking up the instructions in the Narthex as to when to bring the gift (wrapped 
in white paper) back. The Youth will move the gifts from the tree to the Fellowship 
Hall and arrange them in family groups (e.g., Yellow Christmas Tree or Red Teddy 
Bear). For a good reason, this has been Summit's most popular Yuletide mission for 
many years. That's probably because everyone can feel the special joy of getting a gift 
for a young, needy Stafford neighbor and showing him or her that there are those 
who truly care about them and want to share the joy of Christmas at the birth of our 
Savior. The biggest success in White Gift is when our families make this truly a 
"family affair" and involve everyone in picking, buying, wrapping, and delivering the 
gifts. It's a great opportunity to explain some of the meaning of Christmas to our 
own youngsters! We will need help, so call Al Conner at 
286-1118 or talk to him or any Missions Committee 
member at Church.  
 
White Gifts should be returned to the church by  
Sunday, December 11th. 

WHITE GIFT PROGRAM 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE  

The Outreach Committee Welcomed Red Apple parents/teachers back to Summit on Monday November 14th 
and Thursday November 17th with a Continental Breakfast of  fresh fruit, homemade muffins, bagels and 
pumpkin spice coffee, along with pampering Chair Massages by Massage Therapist Stephanie Hamilton.  What a 
treat to all the moms and dads rushing in to drop off their children at Red Apple. There were 18 parents/ 
teachers who were treated to the massages. A great time was had by all! Information about the church was 
provided to several families. Thank you to Terrie Allen for planning and arranging this wonderful event for the 
Red Apple parents! We even heard some great feedback from one of the parents. 

From Gale Doyle: 

Terrie, 

My daughter had the massage when she dropped off my grandson. She loved it! She thought it was such a good 
idea and she is thinking of taking it to her Homeowners Association for an activity for the women.  

Thank you so much Terrie, my daughter works so hard and it was really a pick-me-upper!!! 
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Su n day,  De ce mbe r  4t h  

Su n day,  De ce mbe r  11t h  

Su n day,  De ce mbe r  18t h   

Schedule 
December 4th - Carol Sing, 5:00 p.m., Outdoor Chapel, hot dogs, 
sômores, roasted marshmallows, hot chocolate, bon fire, and Fellowship. 
Mark your calendars and invite your friends! 
 

December 11th - Christmas Cantata, during the 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Service, Cookie Feast immediately following.  
 

December 11th - Handbell Choir Christmas Concert, 3:00 p.m. 

 

WOMENõS  

BIBLE 

STUDY 
  

Womenôs 
Bible  
Study  
will be 

cancelled 
in 

November 
and 

December 
and will 

resume in  
January  
with the 
study of 

Philippians 

The Heavenly Sunshine Trio Will Perform 
Live at Greenfield Assisted Living! 

The trio will present a Christmas Program for Bernie Butler, Laurann Robertsonôs 
mother, Mildred Owsley and the other residents of Greenfield. Join the Heavenly 
Sunshine Trio as they wish the residents of Greenfield a very Merry Christmas! 
Greenfield is located at 23 Kingôs Crest in Stafford, VA.  
The program begins at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, December 18th 
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS & EVENTS 

On Sunday, December 11th the Chancel Choir will present 
the Christmas Cantata ñA Candlelight Christmasò  
by Benjamin Harlan 
 
This piece of music is a beautiful, calm rendition of the story of Christôs birth. 
The Chancel Choir will sing this program during the Worship service, December 11th. 
The Choir prays that the message will touch our hearts.  
 

 

        

Christmas Handbell Concert 
Sunday, December 11th at 3:00 p.m. 

Come and enjoy the beautiful music the Bronze Voices and 
the New Handbell Choir play! 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services: 
5:30 p.m. (Worship includes Childrenôs Christmas Pageant) 
8:00 p.m. (Candlelight & Communion Service) 

Christmas Day Worship Service: 
Home Church Service or Summit Worship 10:30 a.m.  

 

 

Bring a plate of cookies to share. 
              There will also be plain cookies 

for the children to decorate with icing and sprinkles. 

Cookie Feast will follow the Cantata 

 

Mark your Calendars for the Carol Sing 
Summitôs Annual Carol Sing will be December 4th at 5:00 p.m.  

 

Hot Dogs, hot chocolate and sômores will be served. Join us as we sing and 
Fellowship with one another around a fire in the outdoor chapel.  

 

We need donations of hot dogs, hot dog buns, chocolate milk, graham crackers and Hershey chocolate bars. 
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for donations, or email Gale Doyle at jensbug@aol.com. 
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A note from the 

Church Office...  

Merry Christmas! 
 

NEW CHURCH 
OFFICE HOURS: 

 

Monday - Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
 
Thursday: 
Closed - New 
 
Friday: 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

UPCOMING 
OFFICE CLOSINGS: 

 

Monday. December 26th 

Monday, January 2nd 

Summit 
Group 

Summit 

wishes you 

and your 

family a very 

Merry 

Christmas! 

Hey everyone...YAWN... oops sorry, I am still recovering from the Lock- 
In at Summit. Anyone who went that the Lock-In knows it was fun and a 
wild success!!! As we move forward this December, the youth group will 
be very busy with many different events. Our main goal is to be prepared 
this season for Advent and give back to the church and the community.   
 

Here are some of the events we will have/participate in throughout the 
month of December: 
 

-Youth Week (A youth event every day) 
-Leaf Raking 
-Costume design/Set Design for Christmas Pageant.   
-Mission work at a local Soup Kitchen 
 

Remember that youth group meets every Sunday at 6:30 p.m., hope to 
see you there.   
  New Yearôs Day - 

Normal Worship 

Hours at 10:30 

a.m. (No Sunday 

School) 

 

 

The Christmas Eve 

offering will be taken 

in recognition of all 

that God has given us 

in Christ and 

donated to the 

orphanage in 

Honduras .  


