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This year Ash Wednesday falls on Feb. 22, just a little over a week after Valentineôs 
day.  Certainly romantic love is a gift from God, but romantic love, like all love,  
must be rooted in Godôs self-giving love, not our self-getting.     Real love is expressed 
in the cross.  Jesus showed us the self-sacrificing, agape love, that God has for us.  We 
are to have that same love for one another.   The media try to convince us that love is 
an emotional  ñhigh.ò  But love is more than an emotional feeling.  It is commitment 
and self-giving action.  

 
Scripture tell us that: 
ñGod so loved the world, he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.ò  John 3:16 
ñGod demonstrates his own love for us in this:  while we were still sinners Christ 
died for usò  Romans 5:8 
ñA new command I give you: óLove one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.ôò  John 13:34 
ñBe imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for uséò  Ephesians 5:2 
ñHusbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for heréò Ephesians 5:25 
ñThis is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.ò  1 John 3:16 
ñélet us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.ò  1 John 
3:18 
ñThis is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.ò  
ñDear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.ò  1 John 
4:10 
ñLove is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast.  It is not proud.  
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.ò  1 Corinthians 13:4ff. 
 

As we journey through Lent to Easter, and understand more and more Christôs love 
for us, may our love for Christ grow stronger and deeper. Paul prays for the church at 
Ephesus, ñI pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledgeðthat you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God.ò  Ephesians 3: 17ff 
 

Pastor Sue 
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Wednesday, February 22nd 

 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner 
6:30 p.m. Lenten Series 



òIn all  this I have given 
you an example that by 
such work we must 
support the weak, 
remembering the words 
of the Lord Jesus, for he 
himself said ôIt is more 
blessed to give than to 
receive.õó 
 

                      -Acts 20:35 

DRIVERS NEEDED!! 

Have you ever wondered 

how you could help 

Summit with our local 

mission?  

Community meal has 

a great opportunity for 

you. At this time we are in 

need of 3 additional 

drivers to deliver meals. 

The meals are picked up at 

the Church at 11:30 a.m. 

and delivered to local 

families on the third 

Saturday of the month. We 

would also like to add 

names to our substitute 

driver list. The regular 

drivers make every effort 

to be available, however, 

there are times when we 

need a substitute to fill in. 

Please prayerfully consider 

this opportunity. If you can 

sign up to help as a regular 

or substitute driver, or if 

you have any questions, 

contact Linda Sylvester @ 

657-1895.  
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Ash Wednesday - February 22nd  

6:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner 
6:30 p.m. - 7:15 Lenten Worship Series - Ashes and Communion 
 
   Every Wednesday throughout Lent 
   6:00 p.m. Lenten Supper 
   6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship Series 
 
 
The dinners throughout Lent will be provided by the following Church 
Committees: 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd - Youth Committee 
Wednesday, February 29th - Christian Education Committee 
Wednesday, March 7th - Worship Committee 
Wednesday, March 14th - Mission Committee 
Wednesday, March 21st - CAP Committee 
Wednesday, March 28th - Outreach Committee 
Maundy Thursday, April 5th - Fellowship Committee 
 
 
Daily Devotional Booklets will be available for use during Lent 

LENT SCHEDULE 

S.E.R.V.E. UPDATE 

  For February, the Foods of the Month for S.E.R.V.E. are instant 
oatmeal and peanut butter. 

   
 S.E.R.V.E. provides for approximately 500 families every single month and 
the number is rapidly growing. The top items they need the most, in addition to 

the Food of the Month item listed above are jelly, tuna, corned beef hash, chicken 
and dumplings and other canned meat meals, meal soups such as stews or chili, 
pasta noodles, pasta sauce, rice and pasta sides, canned fruit, brownie mixes and 

cereals. Please help those in need and S.E.R.V.E.  
 

Thank you to all of those who contribute to S.E.R.V.E. 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

USHERS AND 

GREETERS 

NEEDED 

WINTER 

WORSHIP 

HOURS 

 We will remain with 
one Worship service 
for the foreseeable 

future.  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School/Kidz Zone 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Ushers and Greeters are 

needed. Please email 

Gale Doyle at 

jensbug@aol.com and let 

her know when you are 

able to help usher and 

greet members and 

visitors. 

Your Property Committee efforts this past month again were devoted primarily to 
operations and maintenance.   Larry Nelson continues to liaison with VDOT to keep 
their attention on our request to widen shoulder along the drainage ditch in front of 
our rentals at 266 and 272 Shelton Shop.  We are also looking into improving the 
entrance into these properties by adding additional stone.  
 
Projects being considered as ñdoableò in house are (1) Roof replacement for 266 
Shelton Shop still on schedule for early spring after the Building Together Project is 
completed.  We expect to complete the work in two days with semi-experienced labor 
force of 8-10 persons and cost of materials of $3500.00. (2) Relining of the parking 
lot.  Considerations are available time and manpower, quality of results, and cost.   
Jesse Foster agreed to investigate the requirements further and determine what 
materials and equipment we have on hand to accomplish this task. 
 
Your Property Committee is continuing to review ongoing contracts with an 
emphasis on improving service and reducing cost.  Tom Rumple working with John 
Tomlin has reviewed proposals for snow removal and has secured a commitment for 
on-call service at below market rates.  We are also in the process of evaluating the 
cleaning service contract and considering bids from other agencies to possibly replace 
our current contractor.  The criteria are better service at a more affordable cost. 
  
With Pastor Sue beginning her sermon series on Revelation the Session thought it 
might be appropriate for us to procure a defibrillator.  In this regard, Carolyn Marsh 
has graciously volunteered to work with the Property committee to investigate the 
feasibility of obtaining a defibrillator for the church.  Carolyn is obtaining 
information on manufacturer, cost to procure, and possible sources of assistance to 
help fund this requirement that will help us in our decision.. 
 
Special thanks to George Schiebel for improving the lighting in the Old Narthex and 
Jesse Foster for continuing to research parts and perform maintenance on our 
ancient Yazoo mower so we can keep mowing the back pasture around the parking 
lot.   
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BOARD OF DEACONS NEWS BITS 

2011 Budget 
(Operating Fund) 

Update:  

As of December 31, 

2011 

2011 Budget (Operating 
Fund) 

As of December 31, 
2011 

Budget Year to Date - 
$428,050 

Income Year to Date - 
$280,303 

Expenses Year to Date - 
$279,641 

Surplus Year to Date - 
$662 

 

FINANCE NEWS  

The Board of Deacons has been in operation since late Spring of 2011.  We have been 
through the various stages of getting organized including developing a Mission 
Statement, revamping the gift funds and assigning groups of Summit worshipers to each 
Deacon. 
 

The primary reason for this grouping effort is to develop solid relationships in and 
among Summit members in order to provide for a deeper sense of family in the 
congregation.  We have already seen a great improvement in the overall spirit and sense 
of well being in the church.  We pledge to continue to seek creative and constructive 
ways to provide for continued support, fellowship and an environment of caring in 
Summit. 
 

The Deacons made initial contact with their groups over the Summer and early Fall.  
These contacts took the form of cards, phone calls, e-mails and a variety of gatherings.  
Now you can expect a new round of group contacts to begin over the next month or so.  
The nature of the contact may once again be phone calls, cards, e-mails and/or 
gatherings. As was the case with the initial contacts, the nature of the contact will likely 
vary a great deal.   Please be ready to respond and participate with whatever may come 
with your group and the congregation as a whole.  You will not be disappointed!! 
 

The Deacons have a new initiative under way that we expect to be in place within the 
next month to six weeks.  This is the Helping Hands program designed to provide for a 
platform of assistance to members in meeting short term needs.  The requestor will make 
their need known thru the Church office.  An email will be sent out similar to the 
current Prayer Chain to all those who have expressed an interest in participating in the 
program.  The person (s) wanting to assist with the need will contact the requestor 
directly and once arrangements are made to meet the need, the requestor will once again 
contact the Church Office to say the need is met and a subsequent e-mail will be sent 
out closing the loop on the initial request. 
 

We are also working on identification of other congregation needs associated with the 
broad topic area of Marriage and Family Life.  Possible topics include financial planning 
and assistance and discussion groups on family relationships. More information will be 
provided as this effort continues forth. 
 

The Deacons will be welcoming some new members within the next month and look 
forward to continued growth and development of ideas and initiatives to provide the 
quality of congregational care we all seek to achieve.  With your help, this can certainly 
become a reality in the very near future. 
 

God Bless You in the New Year.  The Deacons look forward to opportunities to support 
Summitôs family. 
 

Ron Fox 
Moderator 
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WOMENõS  

BIBLE 

STUDY 

  

Womenôs 
Bible  

Study will 
be 

Thursday, 
February 

23rd. 
 

We will 
continue 
with the 
study of 

Philippians 

THANK YOU 

One of the Deacon Committee's responsibilities is 
to send birthday and anniversary cards to all adults 
who attend Summit.  A huge thank you is extended 
to Beverly Battaglia, Vi Engle, Merle Gerke and 
Norma Jean Ogden for their faithful assistance 
with this project. We are always looking for more 
volunteers. If you would be interested in helping, 
please contact Ida Lee Cann at 657-5523 or 
ilcann@infionline.net.  The cards, address list and 
stamps will be provided each month to the 
volunteer.   

DATES TO REMEMBER 

February 25
th

  

6 p.m. -  8 p.m.  
 

Join us for the Chili Cook-Off!  
 

There will be a contest for Peopleôs Choice, 
Best Hottie, and Best Coolie.  
 

If you would like to enter your Chili into the 
contest contact Susan OôFerrell at 
dietrd02@aol.com. 

 

Groundhog Day - February 2nd 

Valentineôs Day - February 14th  

Presidentôs Day - February 20th  

Ash Wednesday - February 22nd 
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YOUTH NEWS FROM BRIAN 

People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. 
Love them Anyway.   

 

Hey everyone, if you are reading this, we are mostly likely in the midst of our Youth Week.  Hope you all can 
make as many meetings as possible. 
 

Also, we now have a youth bulletin board right outside of where the Sunday School classrooms are.  I will update 
it weekly, so if you are trying to find information about youth events, that's one new way to find it.  
 

In February we are going to look at the book ñJesus did it Anyways.ò and the paradoxical commandments.  This 
book helps us look at what Jesus would do if he was here today, and how we can deal with adversity and trouble 
in our own lives.  We won't necessarily read the book, but use it as a discussion piece and we will also shape 
activities around it.  
 

We will also have another monthly family dinner this month.  Since we just had one recently, we will wait for 
the end of the month to have it.  Our last dinner was also our biggest youth attendance of the year with 9 youth 
attending.  
 

Check the new bulletin board or our facebook page (Summit Youth Headquarters) for more information.   
 

Remember Youth Group is every Sunday at 6:30pm in the youth room (located in basement, first double doors 
you drive up too.)   
 

Hope to see you there!!! 
 

Brian Walsh   

Clark talking with the Youth during Sunday 

School 

Robert Cox is showing us something on his 

iPhone 

Alexandra, Caitlin, Michael, Andrew and 

Gini at Sunday School 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Session members were recently asked to record our committee accomplishments for 2011 for the Annual 
Church Report. Many of the Outreach Activities are ñbehind the scenesò and some activities involve reaching 
out and new prospective members. 
 
We had a busy year and some notable activities include: 

Developing a church survey for visitors ï on line and paper 
Purchasing larger church signs. One on 610 West going toward Shelton Shop and the other by Bloom on 
610 going East 
Successful Summer Sidewalk Fellowship 
Advertising for Special Services done in the Free Lance Star; local businesses, neighborhood newsletters, and 
High School Sports Programs  
Putting together and distributing Visitor Gift bags 
Revision of Church Tri-fold brochure 
Donations- Ministerial Association and High School After-Prom parties  
Revised and reprinted the Welcome sheets 
Successful ñRed Apple Preschoolò Opening ï church information provided along with refreshments, chair 
massage and Fellowship 
Advertising and support for Pet Blessing 
Advertisement and support for the Job Transition Task Force   
Gifts distributed for special Sundays- Bookmarks for Christmas Eve and Motherôs Day gifts 
Held several Inquirerôs Classes and received New Members to the Church 

 
We had a great 2011 and look forward to more Outreach activities in 2012. If you are interested in participating 
on this committee, we would love to have you join. If you have ideas for Outreach Activities, please contact the 
church office. We are always exploring new ways to reach out to those in our community.  

Our new church sign, we hope the larger sign will 

direct new visitors to Worship with us! 



JANUARY GRADUATEõS POTLUCK LUNCHEON 

The Graduates gathered for their monthly luncheon on January 11th.  The group had a chance to visit and 
bring everyone up-to-date with their latest personal activities prior to lunch being served.   
 

Following the meal, a beautiful cake was shared with the group in observance of the January birthdays and 
anniversaries.  Birthday honorees were Ruth Heal, Nancy Nelson, Larry Ferrigno and Ida Lee Cann.   January 
anniversary wishes were extended to Jim and Clara Hatfield and Larry and Nancy Nelson. 
  
Those attending were:  John and Beverly Battaglia, David and Ida Lee Cann, Bill and Merle Gerke,  Jim and 
Ruth Heal,  Larry and Nancy Nelson, Ed and Rosamond Pariseau,  Jo Porkert, and Elaine Wright. 
 

The next luncheon meeting will be Wednesday, February 8th at Jimmy the Greek Restaurant - 
225 Garrisonville Road in Stafford, beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
 

The Graduates extend an invitation to all "senior" adults of Summit to come and be a part of the next 
gathering.  For further information, please contact Beverly Battaglia (659-5621) or Ida Lee Cann (657-5523).   

Beverly and John Battaglia Bill Gerke and Elaine Wright David Cann and Ed Pariseau 

Ida Lee and David Cann Larry Nelson and Jim Heal Ruth Heal, Jo Porkert and Merle Gerke 

Rosamond Pariseau January Birthday/Anniversary Cake 
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