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Christmas is not over!  The Word that became flesh and dwelt among us is still with 
us!  Emmanuel means ñGod with Us!ò   And the last words of Jesus to his disciples 
before his ascension were, ñLo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age!ò   
 
God is with us still!   As we begin the New Year, this is a good time to commit to 
spending more time with Jesus:  getting to know him better through his Word, 
Scripture.   We have some exciting Adult classes on Sunday morning.  The class in 
Fellowship Hall will look at the Precambrian explosion that speaks directly to the 
theory of evolution.  Then on January 22nd they will turn to Pastor Tim Kellerôs 
book, The Reason for God.  The book and video discuss some of the questions that 
you may have heard asked but didnôt have a ready answer for, like: 
 
Isnôt the Bible a Myth? Hasnôt Science disproved Christianity? 
How can you say there is Only one way to God? What about other religions? 
What gives you the right to tell me how to live my life? Why are there so many 
rules? 
Why does God allow suffering? Why is there so much evil in the world? 
Why is the church responsible for so much injustice? Why are Christians such 
hypocrites? 
How can God be full of love and wrath at the same time? How can God send 
good people to hell? 

 
The class in the old narthex is studying the last book of the Bible, the book of 
Revelation using Dr. Adrian Rogersô audio series.   
 
Another class in the choir room will continue their study of women of the OT.  And 
a new class in the sanctuary wing will look at the structure of some Scripture texts to 
see how the literary style adds insight to the meaning of the text.  
 
Iôm going to start a preaching series on the Book of Revelation.  It is the only book of 
the Bible that promises a blessing if you read it!   Commit now to an exciting year of 
opening ourselves up to being transformed and strengthened by Godôs Word! 
 

Pastor Sue 



CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

The White Gift program went over very well. Due to our church's enthusiastic support of the White Gift Tree, 9 

needy Stafford families enjoyed a nicer Christmas. 

Helping our community! 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

The Christmas Cantata on December 18th was absolutely beautiful. Many thanks to the Choir for all that they 

do to share their wonderful music with us! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything 

old has passed away; 

see, everything has 

become new! 

    -2 Corinthians 5:17 

DRIVERS NEEDED!! 

Have you ever wondered 

how you could help 

Summit with our local 

mission?  

Community meal has 

a great opportunity for 

you. At this time we are in 

need of 3 additional 

drivers to deliver meals. 

The meals are picked up at 

the Church at 11:30 a.m. 

and delivered to local 

families on the third 

Saturday of the month. We 

would also like to add 

names to our substitute 

driver list. The regular 

drivers make every effort 

to be available, however, 

there are times when we 

need a substitute to fill in. 

Please prayerfully consider 

this opportunity. If you can 

sign up to help as a regular 

or substitute driver, or if 

you have any questions, 

contact Linda Sylvester @ 

657-1895.  
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Congregational Meeting January 29th 
following the Worship Service 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to elect 3 (three) 
Deacons to the class of 2015; and 1 (one) Elder 
to the class of 2014, and 4 (four) Elders to the 
class of 2015. 

Summit wishes you and your family a very 

Happy New Year filled with many blessings! 

2 0 1 2 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the wonderful Christmas gift you gave us!  Even more 
amazing than the gift is your love for us that it represents.  We are so blessed by that 
love. We know that 2012 will bring many exciting changes at Summit and in all of 
our lives.  But the wonderful thing about love is that it doesnôt change.  Geography 
canôt change it.  Age doesnôt affect it.  Nothing can change it.   Paul said, ñFaith, 
hope and love but the greatest of these is love.ò  He said that because one day faith 
will give way to sight; hope will be fulfilled. Only love will remain for all eternity!  
 
Thank you for your love! 
 

Pastor Sue 

THANK YOUR FROM PASTOR SUE 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

USHERS AND 

GREETERS 

NEEDED 

WINTER 

WORSHIP 

HOURS 

 We will remain with 
one Worship service 
for the foreseeable 

future.  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School/Kidz Zone 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Ushers and Greeters are 

needed. Please email 

Gale Doyle at 

jensbug@aol.com and let 

her know when you are 

able to help usher and 

greet members and 

visitors. 

Your Property committee has nothing new to report this month.    The roof is not 
leaking, the gutters are not overflowing, the toilets all flush, and there is heat and 
light in the building.  We declared success and took time off for the Holidays.   Weôll 
be back in action next year.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

   Sunday School will be cancelled Sunday, January 1st.   
   Regular Sunday School classes will resume January 8th  
   with new opportunities for adults.  
 

 We will have the following Children and Youth Sunday School classes: 
 

Nursery up to 3 years old 
(Room 4) 

 

Pre-K up to 2nd grade 
(Room 7) 

 

3rd through 5th grade 
(Rooms 9 & 10) 

 

6th through 8th grade 
(Room 5) 

 

Senior High School 
(Youth Room) 

 

The following classes will be available for adults: 
 

ñExploring the Word...the Book of Revelationò  
led by Allen Miller (Old Narthex) 

 

ñWomen of the OTò  
led by Dorene Hudson (Choir room) 

 

ñTabular Text in the Torahò  
led by Andy Wehrle (Sanctuary wing) 

 

ñThe Precambrian Explosionò 
Video class January 8th and 15th (Fellowship Hall)  

 

ñThe Reason for Godò a book by Pastor Tim Keller 
Begins January 22nd (Fellowship Hall) 
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  For January, the Food of the Month for S.E.R.V.E. is Meal Soup, 
such as stew or chili  

   
 S.E.R.V.E. provides for approximately 500 families every single month and 
the number is rapidly growing. The top items they need the most, in addition to 

the Food of the Month item listed above are jelly, peanut butter, tuna, corned beef 
hash, chicken and dumplings and other canned meat meals, meal soups such as 

stews or chili, pasta noodles, pasta sauce, rice and pasta sides, canned fruit, brownie 
mixes and cereals. Please help those in need and S.E.R.V.E.  

 

Thank you to all of those who contribute to S.E.R.V.E. 

2011 Budget 
(Operating Fund) 

Update:  

As of October 31, 2011 
(repeat from 

December newsletter)  

Budget Year to Date - 
$360,242 

Income Year to Date - 
$235,776 

Expenses Year to Date - 
$229,407 

Surplus Year to Date - 
$6,369 

Note:  Current surplus is 
due to close out & 
reimbursement of balance 
in Business Loan Escrow 
Account.   

~$1,700 of this surplus 
is obligated for property 
taxes. 

2012 Budget  

On November 21, 2011 
Session approved the 
2012 Faith Budget.   

Budgeted Expenses 
total $370,500. 

This represents a 
decrease in budgeted 
expenses from 2011 of 
$87,750. 

FINANCE NEWS  

S.E.R.V.E. FOOD OF THE MONTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS (cont.) 

The class in Fellowship Hall is changing for a while, January 8th and 15th this class 
will consist of a video on the Precambrian Explosion and what that means for 
evolution/creation. Then beginning January 22nd the class will study Presbyterian 
Pastor Tim Kellerôs book, The Reason for God. This class will be class member led. 
Keller began Redeemer Presbyterian Church in NYC that now has more than 5,000 
regular attendees and started over 200 churches in the world. This book gives 
thoughtful, biblical answers to questions often asked by folks who have doubts about 
the Christian faith, to include: 
 

Isnôt the Bible a myth? Hasnôt science disproved Christianity? 
How can you say there is only one way to God? What about other religions? 
What gives you the right to tell me how to live my life? Why are there so many 
rules? 
Why does God allow suffering? Why is there so much evil in the world? 
Why is the church responsible for so much injustice? Why are Christians such 
hypocrites? 
How can God be full of love and wrath at the same time? How can God send 
good people to hell? 

 

In addition to this new opportunity, Andy Wehrle is going to lead a class, Tabular 
Text in the Torah. 
 

Reading Old Testament poetry as it was originally formatted often adds clarity or 
additional meaning not obvious from a strict linear reading. In this class we will 
survey a sampling of both Old and New Testament tabular texts with an eye toward 
understanding the literary clues in the text and exploring the additional meaning 
thus revealed. Andy Wehrle has been studying the Torah as tabular text for the past 
ten years.  
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING TO 

HONDURAS 

Through our churchôs generosity we were able to raise $911.00 

for the Villa Soleada Childrenôs Home, an orphanage in 

Honduras that Summitôs mission team supports along with 

Students Helping Honduras (SHH). 

To The Honduras Orphanage 

 

WOMENõS  

BIBLE 

STUDY 
  

Womenôs 
Bible  

Study will 
resume 

in February 
with the 
study of 

Philippians 

Happy New Year! 
 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Monday - Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

 
Thursday: 

Closed - New 
 

Friday: 
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

UPCOMING OFFICE CLOSINGS: 
 

Monday, January 2, 2012 

New Yearôs Day - 

Normal Worship 

Hours at 10:30 

a.m. (No Sunday 

School) 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 



DECEMBER GRADUATEõS POTLUCK LUNCHEON 

The Graduateôs Christmas Potluck Luncheon was held on December 10th.  The luncheon was hosted by Bill & 
Susan Kapes, along with Jo Porkert.  They were joined by the Kapes' daughter, Katrina, who assisted 
throughout the afternoon.  Their lovely home was decorated beautifully for the holiday season and Christmas 
music, heard throughout the house, helped make the event seem even more festive. 
 
Following the meal, the group enjoyed participating in the annual ornament exchange.  Each person attending 
took home a new ornament to add to their Christmas trees. 
 
Graduates attending were:  John and Beverly Battaglia, David and Ida Lee Cann, Ron and Leona Fox, Frank 
and Terri Harris, Jim and Clara Hatfield, Jim and Ruth Heal, Howard Leming, Bill Means, Larry and Nancy 
Nelson, Jo Porkert, and Kip Volkstadt. 
 
The January luncheon will be held at the Jimmy the Greek restaurant on Wednesday, January 11th, beginning 
at 11:30 a.m.  An invitation is extended to all "senior" adults of Summit to come and be a part of the group.  
For further information, please contact Beverly Battaglia (659-5621) or Ida Lee Cann (657-5523).  

Beverly and John Battaglia Howard Leming and Jo Porkert Ida Lee and David Cann 

 Jim and Clara 

Hatfield 

The hosts: Susan 

and Bill Kapes with 

Natasha and Boris 
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PICTURES FROM DECEMBER GRADUATEõS 

LUNCHEON 

Jim and Ruth Heal Kip Volkstadt and Bill Means Larry and Nancy Nelson 

Ron and Leona Fox Terri and Frank Harris 
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