
I knew nothing about the building of the White House until I learned about Jane Connerôs  
leadership in making Government Island a national park.   The stones from Aquia Harbor, 
Government  Island, were used to build the White House, Capitol and a number of other DC 
buildings.  In 1792, a few people had a vision for constructing Washington DC, the seat of the 
government of the United States,  with stone that would be stately, elegant and made to last.  It 
was difficult, unimaginably difficult, to cut those stones by hand, drag them down Aquia Creek 
to the Potomac and then transport them by boat to DC.   Congress adjourned when the barges 
arrived so the congressmen could help unload the stone blocks.   It would have been far easier 
and less costly to construct buildings out of wood.  After all, the new nation was barely formed, 
who knew whether this experiment in democracy would last.   But some men and women had a 
vision and they persevered to live into that vision; trusting that the government that was repre-
sented by these stones would last.  The construction of the White House began during George 
Washingtonôs presidency, but he never lived in it.    
 
Chapter 12 of the New Testament book of Hebrews gives a list of the saints who persevered in 
faithfulness even though they never received what God had promised.   Men like Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses persevered.  Scripture says of them, ñAll these peo-
ple were still living by faith when they died.  They did not receive the things promised; they only 
saw them and welcomed them from a distance.ò  
 
William Tyndale, who translated the NT into English, was burned at the stake for trying to 
make the Bible accessible to all the people.   His last words were to pray that the eyes of the King 
would be opened.  One day a servant gave the King a copy of Tyndaleôs  NT in English and he 
read it!  Then he had copies made and sent throughout England.   Henry was searching the 
Scriptures to find a way to divorce Ann Boleyn, but God used his wrong motives to spread the 
Gospel throughout the land.  Still, Tyndale never saw the fulfillment of his vision.   
 
We too are called to persevere.   The author of Hebrews writes, ñLet us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us.ò     And James wrote, ñPerseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.ò    
 
In the New Year, I encourage us to persevere in Bible Study, even though we donôt see results 
immediately.  Persevere in coming to church and worshipping even though sometimes the  
sermon doesnôt touch us.  Persevere in prayer, even though sometimes we donôt hear Godôs an-
swer right away.  Persevere in faith and hope, even when the world seems cold and the winter 
seems long.  Persevere in our relationships, even when they are difficult.  Persevere in praying 
for Summit PC and helping Summit grow, even though we may not see in our lifetime all that it 
might become.    Our world is often only interested in short term goals and happiness.  But, 
Scripture encourages us to see what can only be seen with the eyes of faith.  See what God might 
do in our lives, in our church and in our world.  Persevere because with God nothing is  
impossible!  
 
Pastor Sue 
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For those who enjoy a 
good breakfast, good  
company & a chance to  
re-charge your batteries 
over the course of the 
month, Summit sponsors 
two menôs breakfast fellow-
ships. 
 
One is the monthly menôs 
breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall.  It is held the first 
Sunday of each month 

during the school year.  Breakfast is served about 7:15 a.m. with ample time 
for those inclined to follow up by attending the 8:30 a.m. worship service.  
Donations are accepted to defray the cost of the meal.  Points of contact 
include Peter Ogden & David Young. 
 
The second is the monthly ROMEO breakfast fellowship at Bob Evans  
Restaurant, Stafford Market Place.  
This fellowship group gathers the 
third Thursday of each month start-
ing at 8:00 a.m.  Participants order 
their favorite breakfast feast and catch 
up on the many interesting things we 
find ourselves getting into as a part of 
life in Stafford, VA.  If interested, feel 
free to query some of our regulars:  
Lloyd Alday, Al Conner, King Dixon, 
Dave Engle, or John Tomlin.   
 
On a good month these fellowships enjoy the participation of 10-15.  Each 
has a core of 5-8.  Clearly, there is room to grow and more neighbors to 
know.  Hope to see you soon!        
 
  

2010 Budget 
(As of  

November 30, 
2010) 

 
Budget  

Year to Date 
 

$310,757 
 

Income  
Year to Date 

 
$273,627 

 
Expenses  

Year to Date 
 

$294,193 

FINANCIAL 

UPDATE   



The Lordôs Supper is usually celebrated at Summit Presbyterian on the 
first Sunday of each month.  The Book of Order for the PCUSA, our 
Constitution,  says this about the Lordôs Supper: ñAround the Table of 
the Lord, Godôs people are in communion with Christ and with all who 
belong to Christ.  Reconciliation with Christ compels reconciliation with 
one anotheré Each time they gather at the Table the believing communi-
ty: 

Are united with the Church in every place, and the whole Church 
is present; 

Join with all the faithful in heaven and on earth in offering thanks-
giving to the triune God; 

Renew the vows taken at Baptism; 

And they commit themselves afresh to love and serve God, one another, 
and their neighbors in the world. 

 

In this meal the Church celebrates the joyful feast of the people of God, 
and anticipates the great banquet and marriage supper of the Lamb.  
Brought by the Holy Spirit into Christôs presence, the Church eagerly  
expects and prays for the day when 
Christ shall come in glory and God 
be all in all.  Nourished by this hope, 
the Church rises from the Table and 
is sent by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to participate in Godôs mission to the 
world, to proclaim the gospel, to  
exercise compassion, to work for  
justice and peace until Christôs King-
dom shall come at last.ò   
(W-2.4006, 7) 
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THE LORDõS SUPPER  
  

CHURCH 

NOTES 

 

If  you would 

like to be 

e-mailed 

   the weekly 

    church notes 

    about  

     upcoming 

     events, let 

    the church  

    office know 

at  

admin@ 

summit 

   presbyterian 
.org 
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SUMMIT COFFEE HOUSE  
will be sponsoring:  

 
DESSERT Bake-Off  

and Talent Show  
January 29, 2011  

Saturday evening 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 pm. 
(The Summit Annual Report will also be shared on January 29th) 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dessert Categories:  

PIES, CAKES, COOKIES/BARS and OTHER  
(to include pudding and custard).  

 
Contact Ellen Foster (fosterfore@comcast.net) if 

you want to be a  
contestant during the Talent Show portion of 

the coffee hour. 
 

Music/lyrics will be 
screened for a General  

Audience prior to  
acceptance to the show.  

Any solo or group  
performances welcome. 
 

This year Summit is co-
sponsoring a student from 
Stafford, on her Mission 

Trip to North Africa.  She 
recently sent the following 

note dated November 
15th: 

Dear Summit and  
Mission Committee, 

Greetings from  
Africa!  Our supervisor 
visited us this week, so I 
asked him to send this 
note your way.  Hope it 
finds you all well as I  
expect you are getting 

ready for the Christmas 
season. :) 

I just wanted to thank you 
again for being a part of 

God's work here in North 
Africa, both prayerfully 
and financially.  We've 

seen the Lord advance His 
kingdom conversation by 

conversation, appoint-
ment by appointment; 
please continue to ask 

Him to draw students to 
Himself, calling them into 

the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Prayer support 

from partners back home 
is crucial, so thanks for 

joining me! 

 In Christ,  

 Janelle 

 SUMMIT CO-

SPONSORS  

MISSION TRIP 

TO NORTH  

AFRICA 

 

Menu  

 Assorted  

Flavored Coffees 

 Teas  

Desserts  

mailto:fosterfore@comcast.net


On December 13, 2010, during its Stated Meeting the Session acted as 
follows:  
 

A Faith Budget for 2011 was adopted, which will be covered with 
the Congregation during the January Congregational Meeting,  
tentatively set for January 23, 2011; 
Frank Pote was elected as Treasurer and Vi Engle was designated as 
Assistance Treasurer for 2011;  
A single Worship Service (10:00 am) for January 2, 2011 was  
approved;  
Sunday School to recommence on January 9 at 9:30 am rather than 
9:45 a.m.; 
Baptisms for Rev. Cyreôs grandsons, Evan Jeffrey Cyre and Camer-
on James Cyre were approved for January 16, 2011;  
The Session also discussed the financial implications of a potential 
budget shortfall during 2011, specifically focusing on sources of rev-
enue other than pledges, which to date are less than one half of the 
2009 pledge total;  
Continued its discussion on a new Session committee structure 
and functions. 

 
If you have questions about these or other Session matters please  
contact me or any member of the Session. 
 
                                                                                
H. Clark  Leming                                                                                 
Clerk of Session 
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SESSION REPORT 
NEW PICTURE 

DIRECTORY 

COMING 

SOON! 

 
If you did not have 

your picture taken at 
the church, please 
forward your own 

pictures to the office 
at admin@         

summitpresbyter 
ian.org.  When 

sending your pic-
tures to the office, 
please send in jpg 

format.  All pictures 
need to be submit-
ted before the end 

of January, 2011.  If 
you have a photo 
that youôd like to 

use, please bring the 
photo to the office 
so we can scan the 

photo. 

 MENõS 

BREAKFAST 

There will be no 

Menôs  

Breakfast on  

January 2, 2011.   

 

The next Menôs 

Breakfast will be  

held on  

February 6, 2011.  



COATS FOR KIDS  
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 ñCoats for Kids,ò a Summit Mission initiative, received a heart felt let-
ter about how much one coat meant to a young child in our  
community:   

ñI have a little girl on my case and she has severe asthma.  Her dad was running 
late one morning and it happened to be the first coldest day of the wniter. This 
was Monday morning December 6th.  Dad didn't want to miss the bus so he 
rushed her to the bus stop with long johns and a heavy sweater but no coat.  Eve-
ryone came looking for me because this child is on my caseload.  Since she was a 
larger child I  happened to have one large coat left from last yearôs Summit dona-
tions.  It had this little girlôs name written on it.  When I gave it to her, her eyes 
opened wide and she had a huge smile.  I gave her a pink hat and gloves to go 
with the coat.  The dad had brought the little girlôs coat to school later that 
morning but it was a light coat.  The teacher said since the dad brought the 
child's coat, she would give the coat I had given her back to me.  But when we 
saw how much that coat meant to this child my heart said how could I take that 
coat back?  I want you to know she loves it so much she has not worn any other 

coat to school but that 
one.  This is what makes my 
job a joy, when we as a team 
and a community can make a 
difference in a child's 
life.  Some might say that is 
not much, but I say it is a 
picture planted in my heart I 
will never forget.  Again 
thank you Summit Church 
for all that you do for the 
community.ò 

Thanks again to all of you 
donating new and gently 
used coats for the 

2010/2011 school year.  If you have questions or need more infor-
mation, please email Penny Einarsen at artypen@comcast.net or tele-
phone her at 540-752-1421. 

 
 

The Camp Fire and  
Carol Sing a Huge  

Success! 

 The Camp Fire and  
Carol Sing by the  

Outdoor Chapel was a 
huge success.  More than 
63 adults and children 
came to sing Christmas 
Carols led by the Praise 
Band with some new 

members.   Even though 
the evening was chilly, 
the fire was warm and 
the fellowship and joy 
even warmer!   After 
singing, the group  

enjoyed hot dogs, hot 
chocolate, hot cider and 

smoores!   Summit  
Presbyterian has started a 
new tradition!   Thank 
you to everyone who 

helped make the evening 
a success!   

   

 
 
 

CAMP FIRE 

AND CAROL 

SING  

mailto:artypen@comcast.net


JANUARY BIBLE STUDIES BEGINNING  

JANUARY 9TH AT 9:30 A.M. 
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Join us in the Study of Genesis.  We are studying the call 
of Abram, the founding of the ñline of graceò which leads 
to Jesus.  Discussion class facilitated by Allen Miller. 

  

The goal of the class is to worship the God who revealed himself in Exodus.  
The Pharaoh asked, ñWho is this god that I should obey him?ò in chapter 5.    
God answers the Pharaohôs question throughout the rest of the book.  We 
will study Exodus by carefully looking at the text to understand its ñplain 
meaningò which is the Reformation principle of interpretation.   Whether 
you have studied the Bible a lot or a little, come and look at what God is 
revealing about himself in Exodus.  It will change your life!  Facilitated by Rev. Sue Cyre.    

 

Have you ever wondered where we got the Bible?  Who wrote it and 
when did they write it?  And, by the way, just how do we know it's 
true?  These questions and many more will be asked and (we hope!) 
answered in a new class in January.  The class, "Introduction to the  
Bible"  will cover the history, organization, an overview, and how to 
study the Bible.  Who knows?  You might even find a few new  
questions you never thought of before.  Every Christian should 

KNOW  (Keep Nourishing On the Word) the Bible.  It is a fascinating story that will 
strengthen your faith and your relationship with God.    Facilitated by Dorene Hudson. 

 

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts. Scripture tells us that every 
Christian is given gifts to share with the Body of Christ.  Come  
and discover yours!  Facilitated by John Hemleben and  
Bob Harvey. 
 
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BIBLE 
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Your Property Committee is winding down from a very productive year.  
Some of our major accomplishments include the replacement of HVAC 
systems for sanctuary and Sunday School area; installation of an upgrad-
ed security and fire alarm system; re-establishment of the Memory  
Garden; and construction of a reinforced concrete ramp to provide  
better access to the dumpster.  
 
The committee continued to provide for the daily maintenance and  
operation of the church by replacing several aging and ailing emergency 
lights; replacing ballasts in many of our florescent lights; cleaning roof 
gutters; removing and disposing of low hanging limbs around perimeter 
of parking lot; organizing and supervising a fall cleanup; managing our 
volunteer mowing crews & maintaining equipment; stripping and wax-
ing the floors; shampooing carpets and pews; and negotiating contracts 
for routine cleaning of church and pest control. 
 
In our responsibility as real property managers for the houses at 266 and 
272 Shelton Shop Road, the committee renegotiated the rental  
contracts for another year; replaced malfunctioning appliances; removed 
and disposed of several trees; stained and preserved the decking;  
installed insulation for floors and attic; and eliminated flooding of  
entrance ways. (got VDOT to clean drainage ditch and culverts).   
 
In our continuing effort to provide the best facilities and service support 
to our Summit family we have requested funding in next yearôs budget 
to accomplish the following: 
 
Construct garage /storage building            Reestablish lawn  
Purchase commercial grade lawn mower   Provide storage pantry for  
Install sprinkling system for lawn and shrubs        Fellowship kitchen         
Upgrade access to rental properties     Refurbish shrubbery  
Connect Memory Garden sprinkler system  
      to well       
 
The Property committee meets every third Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 PM in the Old Narthex.  There is a seat available for you should 
you accept this invitation to join us. Your Property elder is Ken Yealy. 

The Session has reported to 
you that it has decided to 

proceed with the  
Installed Pastor process, as 

permitted under the Book of 
Order and  

utilized by Summit in the 
past for selection of new 

pastors.  This involves the 
nomination and  

election of a Pastor  
Nominating Committee 

(PNC).    

On December 9th, Rev. 
Cyre, Susan Kapes and 

Clark Leming met with the 
Committee on  

Ministry, which must ap-
prove the creation of a PNC, 

to discuss how we should 
proceed.   The Committee 

has requested that we update 
Summit's Mission Study, 
previously conducted in 

2006, to determine whether 
any amendments should be 
made.  The purpose of this 

request is to provide  
guidance to the PNC when 
the search for a new pastor  

begins.  We are scheduled to 
meet again with the  

Committee on Ministry in 
February and the  

Session will be reviewing the 
Mission Study in the  

meantime.  The  
Committee also  

requested that Rev. Cyre 
take a week of training on 
interim procedures and  

objectives to better equip 
her to guide  

Summit through this  
period.  She will attend the 

interim training  
January 24 - 28, 2011  

in Atlanta.    

PASTOR            

NOMINATING  

COMMITTEE 



One of the churchôs oldest designated offerings is the Gordon-Gayle 

Fund.  Traditionally, to help members to remember to contribute to the 

Gordon-Gayle Fund, they were encouraged to make their contributions 

on the first Sunday of each month ï although gifts to Gordon-Gayle 

may be made at anytime. 

The Gordon-Gayle Fund was created in 1983 

at the chartering service of Summit.  The 

Fund honors Harper and Betty Gordon and 

Robert and Francis Gayle who provided  

invaluable assistance, guidance and Christian 

Love during Summitôs formative years.  The 

Gordons and Gayles were the sponsoring Elder families from our parent 

church, The Presbyterian Church, Fredericksburg. 

The Gordon-Gayle Fund was established for the purpose of relieving 

suffering and deprivation for persons residing in Stafford County who 

are determined to need our care and concern.   Persons in need may be 

identified by the minister or any member of the church and referred to 

S.E.R.V.E. 

Examples of need include: fire in a home or other catastrophic event; 

accidents involving property loss or bodily injury; severe illness of  

extended duration; loss of employment; loss of home; and other  

traumatic events. 

To designate funds to go to the Gordon-Gayle fund, just indicate the 

amount you want to go to the Fund on the Gordon-Gayle line of your 

church offering envelope.   

If you have questions about the Fund, please contact the Mission  

Committee Elder, Dave Thomen, or members of the Mission  

Committee. 
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MISSION COMMITTEE:  GORDON-GAYLE FUND   

2 Corinthians 
5:17  

Therefore, if  

anyone is in 

Christ, he is a 

new creation; 

old things have 

passed away; 

behold, all 

things have  

become new. 
(NKJV)  

http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newkingjamesver.htm


(ñArchitect Visits Capitol Stoneôs Homeò, reprinted with permission, Free Lance Star, 12/ 14/ 10) 
 
In 1806, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, second architect of the U. S. Capitol, traveled to Stafford County to scout 
for stone with which to continue building the ñPeopleôs House.ò 
 
Yesterday, the 11th architect of the Capitol, Stephen T. Ayers, paid a visit to Staffordôs Aquia Creek to see 
where some of that building material originated. 
 
He and a handful of his senior staff members toured Aquia Church, built from sandstone quarried along the 
creek, and hiked Government Island, the site where all of the stone for the White House was quarried. 
 
After many yearôs effort, Stafford opened the island--which is listed on National Register of Historic Places--as a 
public park last month. 
 
For so long, Iôd heard of Aquia Creek and it had just been this amorphous creek down the Potomac River,ò 
Ayers said yesterday after touring the island and its centuries-old quarry sites.  ñBut once [the park] opened in 
November, I thought, óI have absolutely got to go to see where this Aquia freestone came from.ô  And Iôm so 
glad I did.ò 
 
Ayers was impressed with the human lore and natural beauty of the historic site. 
 
He said he hopes that more people who visit the U. S. Capitol will ñmake the connectionò between the national 
treasure and Aquia Creek--and travel, as he did, to the place that furnished its building blocks. 
 
Ayers marveled at the sheer labor--some of it performed by slaves--involved in removing the heavy sandstone, 
then getting it down Aquia Creek and up the Potomac to the nationôs new Capitol.  ñQuarrying this stone to 
bring to the Capitol really took a tremendous effort--not just to quarry it, but to move it and put in on skiffs 
and ships and bring it up to Washington. 
 
Being familiar with modern construction techniques, ñI just canôt imagine the work it would take to do some-
thing like that.ò  
 
Ayers said he imagines that the island, after many decades of quarrying, is much changed from its early appear-
ance.  The landscape in its natural form, I think, is very different from what we see today,ò said Ayers, who is a 
Roanoke native. 
 
Pierre Charles LôEnfant, the architect and engineer who designed the District of Columbia, purchased the prop-
erty on behalf of the federal government in 1791.  After that, it became known as Government Island. 
 
Ayersô counterpart, Latrobe, came to Stafford 17 years later to inspect the island and other quarries that could 
supply stone for the Capitolôs next phase. 
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Latrobe lodged with Stafford quarryman William Robertson and sketched his house, farm and quarry, record-
ing the visit in his journal. 
 
Yesterday, Ayers and seven members of his senior leadership team paid their respects at Robertsonôs grave be-
side Aquia Church.  Completed in 1757, the church is fashioned from brick and Aquia stone--which was used 
for ornamentation in many of the mid-Atlanticôs best Colonial buildings. 
 
Stafford historian Jane Conner showed Ayers the dates and signatures that Civil War soldiers, who occupied 
the church, carved in some of its stone blocks.  Of his host, Ayers said, ñShe is a superstar,ò repeating that 
for emphasis. [ added by editor] 
 
Conner, a former Stafford schoolteacher, led the long crusade to protect Government Island from develop-
ment, gain it official recognition, and open it to the public as a park.  She is the author of ñBirthstone of the 
White House and Capitol,ò a well-illustrated book on the Aquia quarries and how they supplied the capitalôs 
builders. [added by editor] 
 
After touring the churchôs remarkably well-preserved interior, Ayers and his group drove to Government Island 
and hiked its circuit trail, pausing to gaze at the scenery and the chisel marks left by the stone cutters. 
 
Afterward, they ventured on to Potomac Creek Winery for lunch with Conner, and then to Richland, a histor-
ic house on Staffordôs Widewater peninsula. 
 
The estateôs owner, Mary Cary Kendall, her sister-in-law Lil Kendall and their cousin Marion Wall, welcomed 
them to the home overlooking the Potomac. 
 
Mary Cary Kendallôs great-great grandfather, Withers Waller, built the boats that transported 24 enormous 
stone shafts--quarried at Government Island--to Washington for columns on the East Front of the Capitol.  
Later removed, those columns now grace a hill at the National Arboretum in northeast D.C. 
 
The original home at Richland was built in 1654 by George Brent III, whose landowning family was influential 
during the Colonial period, helping to establishing religious liberty in Virginia.   
 
ñThey were really important in the formation of the Capitol city,ò Ayers said of the Brents.  

 
 
 
Jane Conner guides Stephen Ayers, architect of the Capitol, 
and his leadership staff around the island where Aquia stone 
was quarried for landmark buildings in Washington, D. C. 

 
Picture from:  Suzanne Carr Rossi/The Free Lance Star 
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
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  The Chancel 

Choir presented 

their cantata on 

Sunday,  

December 19th 

at the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service.     

The cantata 

 included the 

children's choir, 

soloists, and  

instruments. The 

title of the  

cantata was  

Celebrate the  

Season  

by Joel Raney.   

It was a relatively 

modern sound 

with traditional 

meaning.  


